Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Benevolent Posse
Mission Statement

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The mission of the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Benevolent Posse is to assist the Sheriff’s Office
by providing resources that improve agency performance, morale, and effectiveness in its effort to
safeguard our community.
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Guiding Principles
The Sheriff’s Posse, a nonprofit charitable organization, works with the Santa Barbara Sheriff’s Office
leadership to support county law enforcement by
• enhancing relations between the community and county law enforcement:
• raising funds for exceptional equipment expenses;
• promoting public safety through special events and activities;
• providing a civilian vehicle for informing the community about public safety issues.

POSSE - People Offering Support to Sheriff’s Efforts
“Working to help protect those men and women who put their lives on th line every day to protect us.”
2016 A ccomplishments:

A new barn for the Sheriff ’s Mounted Enforcement Unit

When the Sheriff’s Mounted Unit
related their need for a new home
as their previous barn location
lease was terminated, the Posse
jumped in. One Board member
housed eight horses at her ranch,
free of cost. She and others made
subsequent donations to start the
new project - a new barn and home
for the Mounted Unit. The Posse
Zack Warberg Photography
then worked to secure land use
space which was offered at the
An old-fashioned Barn Raising with Dedication by Sheriff Brown.
conveniently located Santa Ynez
Valley Equestrian Center.
In early 2016, a lightly used, prefab, 8-stall barn was donated by an
anonymous Montecito donor. The
building donation provided the
project core, allowing the Posse
to cut its cash outlay for a new
home for the Mounted Unit nearly
in half. A “Barn Raising and
Dedication” event was planned to
help raise additional funds needed
for the project and publicize it to
the local community.
On a lovely warm autumn evening
in late September, a fundraising
event and official opening was
held. In honor of generous
contributions by Peter Hilf of the
MacDonald Family Foundation
honoring Gabriela Hilf and to
Peter Doublas of the Peter Douglas
Foundation, the new facility was
christened the Hilf-Douglas Barn.
Their support, along with that of
Richard Berti, and the anonymous
donor of the pre-fab barn structure
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September 25, 2016 an event was held to complete the Barn.
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made the entire project possible. A
crowd of more than 250 people joined in
the Benevolent Posse’s “Old Fashioned
Barn Raising” event netting $50,000.00,
allowing the Posse to finish the Sheriff’s
Mounted Enforcement Unit Barn,
complete with tack room, and a classroom/
meeting room.
Event entertainment included the Sheriff’s
Office providing demonstrations from the
Bomb Squad Unit’s Robot, the K-9 Bomb
and Narcotics Units, and the Mounted
Enforcement Unit as well as music by The
Honeysuckle Possums. Vigorous live and
silent auction along with a western themed
dinner by “Cowboy Flavor” completed the
memorable evening.
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K-9 Training Course

v
Inspired by the Barn Raising K-9
demonstration, new Board member, Sue
Pohls, created and launched a new project
called “Deputy Dog,” a focused effort to
fund the purchase and training of two
new K-9s, one specialized in explosive
detection and the other is narcotics
detection - an important need of the
Sheriff’s Office.

v
Thanks to an effort and contribution by new
Posse Board member, Larry Saarloos, The
Sheriff’s Rural Crimes Unit was outfitted
with a new computer, a hard case to protect
it while traveling bumpy rural roads, and
at hot spot to connect it to necessary vital
information sources.
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The highly effective Sheriff’s Office D.A.R.E.
Program, providing students throughout the
county with the skills they need to protect and
insulate them from today’s challenges - drugs,
alcohol, smoking and bullying, continues to
expand.
Primarly funded by the Posse, D.A.R.E.
is taught to 5th, 6th and 7th graders by
specially trained Sheriff’s Deputy-teachers
using role-playing and specific words to say.
Good decision-making skills are taught to
children who, in today’s world, are constantly
bombarded with opportunities and temptations
- cigarettes, alcohol, drugs, gangs, and
bullying, both Internet and face to face. Most
parents are not effectively equipped to deal
with these kinds of problems.

Larry Saarloos, Lynn Gildred, and Bob Bryant present new Computer Equipment to Rural Crimes Unit and Undersheriff Melekian.

Driven by parental support, principle DARE
instructor Deputy Leslie Avila’s classes continue
to grow as demonstrated by its growth in the past
five years.
• 2011 - 227 students in 10 classes,
• 2015 - 559 students in 21 classes,
• 2016 - 750 students in 27 classes.

Sheriff Bill Brown congratulates each DARE graduate.

During 2016, The Stuart Gildred Foundation
offered the Posse a DARE matching grant
in the amount of $12,850.00 with the Posse
subsequently achieving the match. The grant
award, along with other funds donated to the
Posse for DARE, allows the program to continue
its highly effective results.

v
The Posse Board is comprised of non-law
enforcement citizen volunteers from throughout
the County who donate their time, money and
expertise to assist the Sheriff’s Office with Board
member engagement continuing to grow in 2016.
In addition to several enthusiastic, committed
new Board members, the Board has increased its
interaction with the Sheriff’s Office to facilitate
greater understanding of their work and urgent needs.
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To continually expand the Posse Board’s knowledge, each month since February 2016, the Board has invited a different Sheriff’s
specialty unit to make a presentation at our Board meetings. Board members learn from the line deputies how their special work
functions to protect our communities and what types of equipment are needed for them to do their jobs effectively and safely. In
many cases, the specialized units are comprised of additional jobs the deputies do in addition to their day-to-day assignments.
These are the people whom we can’t thank enough, who put their lives on the line without thinking twice to serve and protect our
communities.
The information and insights presented to the Posse Board have evolved into a Sheriff’s Office Wish List. Thanks to Posse
Fundraising Committee Chair, Cliff Lundberg, and with guidance from Sheriff Brown, a prioritized Wish List has been developed
pointing out which items and priorities will guide the Posse in its future endeavors.
The critical need for the Posse to provide many items for deptuies whach aren’t funded by a constrained County budget is constantly
demonstrated. The lengthy list of needs includes: New Bomb/Explosive Detection and Narcotics Detection Dogs are needed to be
purchased and trained; a new command truck for the Bomb/Explosive Detection / Response team to replace the 22-year-old model
currently in service; new protective vests that potentially save the lives of Bomb Squad members; advanced technology weaponry
for special response units, new communication equipment; a new command center truck for the S.E.T. (SWAT) Team; protective drysuit diving gear and scanning sonar for the dive team, high resolution still and video equipment; and more.

You can become involved with the Posse by providing donations or grants to fund purchase of of designated
special equipment as as volunteers on the special community outreach projects. For more information, please
see our website at www.sbsherifsposse.org or email us at friends@sbsheriffsposse.org. The Santa Barbara
Sheriff’s Benevolent Posse is a not-for-profit public benefit corporation. All contributions are tax-deductible
under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

The Sheriff ’s Benevolent Posse Board thanks you for your kind consideration of support.
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